The Granada Community Challenge
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When I visited Manchester earlier this year I was delighted to
see for myself the enormous difference that the Granada Community
Challenge has made to people in the North West.

The Granada Challenge is about far more than putting up
buildings. It is about building community spirit, putting
neighbourhoods back on the map and bringing new opportunities to
people living in the most difficult conditions.

For many years I have been a passionate believer in the positive
changes that can happen when businesses work in partnership with
their local communities. The experience drawn from many
practical examples up and down Britain shows that these
partnerships are most effective when local people are firmly in
the driving seat, and when businesses invest the whole range of
their resources - including, most critically, the skills and
energy of their people.

I do congratulate Granada Television for the vision and courage
which have inspired such an innovative way of engaging companies
in their communities. I also want to pay tribute to the enormous
| commitment, enthusiasm and ingenuity of the teams of volunteers
from British Aerospace, Norweb, Manweb, BNFL and Greenalls who

have turned Granada’s vision into five new facilities that will I8
‘ be tremendous assets for local people. é
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